CHAPTER FIVE

The Aristocracy

THE Whigs and Tories, the two parties into which the aristocracy
was divided, had originally been composed, respectively, of the
enemies and the friends of the Stuarts, with the result that,
after the fall of James II, the Whigs held almost uninterrupted
power for nearly a century. But the Tories crept back into office
under the aegis of George III, consolidated their rule by oppo-
sition to the French Revolution, and kept the Whigs in opposition
until 1830. The division between Whigs and Tories was social
as well as political: there were Whig houses where one met
Whigs, and Tory houses where one met Tories. As a rule, Whigs
married Whigs, and Tories married Tories. While both were
equally aristocratic, they differed considerably in their traditions
and in their attitude to the rising middle class.
In the early nineteenth century, the Tories were, on the whole,
less intelligent than the Whigs. Their leading principle, oppo-
sition to France and to all French ideas, was one which neither
demanded nor stimulated intellectual thought They felt that all
had been well before the Jacobins put their poison into men's
minds, and that, now that Napoleon was safely interned in Saint
Helena, the only thing necessary was to suppress at once every
tendency to a recrudescence of revolutionary nonsense whether at
home or abroad. They were loyal to Church and King, though
they found George IV something of a strain. They believed in
the divinely appointed hierarchy of social grades, and in the im-
portance of respect from inferiors to superiors. They were friends
to the agricultural interest, and anxious to keep England self-
supporting in the matter of food They were* of course, opposed
to popular education, freedom of the Press, and seditious
oratory. For the rest, they drank their port from loyalty to our
ancient ally Portugal, and accepted the consequent gout as a
price paid for the performance of patriotic duty. Their politi-
cians, since the death of Pitt, were men of mediocre ability.
Their one great man was the Duke of Wellington, and he had